
Welcome to the Public Open House for
The Keelesdale Park Bridge Municipal Class EA Study

Wednesday May 25, 2011, from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.
St. Clair Services for Seniors, Second Floor

2562 Eglinton Avenue West (east of Keele Street)

View of Black Creek, looking east towards 
the Chris Tonks Arena.

View of Black Creek from Chris Tonks Arena 
parking lot, looking west.

View of Chris Tonks Arena, looking east from 
the east side of Black Creek.



INTRODUCTION
The purpose of tonight’s open house is to present the recommendation for a new 
bridge in Keelesdale Park for your review and feedback.  

We invite you to review the displayed information and to discuss the study with the 
members of the Study Team.

Please sign-in at the welcome desk so we can provide you 
with updates about the project. 

We welcome your comments on this study. Please fill in a comment sheet 
and place it in the comment box located at the sign-in desk.



PROBLEM AND OPPORTUNITY

The Toronto Transit Commission (TTC), through 
funding from Metrolinx, is about to construct a 
major new transit line across the Eglinton Corridor.  
A portion of Keelesdale Park, as shown in the photo, 
will be required to store construction equipment 
and materials and to launch tunnel boring 
machines. 

The existing entrance to Keelesdale Park is 
proposed to be used by construction vehicles (up to 
100 trucks per day). Mixing park and construction 
traffic on the entranceway will potentially create 
traffic conflicts.

A solution is required to maintain 
convenient public access to the Chris 
Tonks Arena and other Keelesdale Park 
facilities during the construction of the 
Eglinton Crosstown project.

Existing entrance to 
Keelesdale Park

Entrance To Keelesdale Park

Future York 
Community 
Centre

Chris Tonks Arena

West Launch Area



ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT
To address the need to maintain convenient public 
access during construction, TTC commissioned a 
Class Environmental Assessment (EA) following 
the planning process for Schedule “B” projects 
under the Municipal Engineers Association’s 
Municipal Class Environmental Assessment 
(2007).  

The Class EA began with the identification of the 
study area, as shown on the map, and then 
consisted of the following activities:

• Identification of alternative methods to 
the undertaking

• Inventory of the natural, social and 
economic environment

• Evaluation of the alternative solutions
• Assessment of impacts to the 

environment

The following slides illustrate the Class EA Process 
and then highlight the results of the Keelesdale
Park Bridge EA process.

Future York 
Community Centre

Entrance to Keelesdale Park

Chris Tonks Arena

West Launch Area

Study Area Limits



WE ARE HERE



EXISTING ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS

• The study area is designated as ‘Parks’, ‘Natural Areas’, ‘Mixed Use Areas’ 
and ‘Neighbourhoods’ in the Toronto Official Plan.

• Most of the study area includes Keelesdale Park, which includes Chris Tonks
Arena, baseball diamonds, and outdoor soccer fields. Access to this Park is 
currently provided from Eglinton Avenue.

• Keelesdale Park is bordered by residential neighbourhoods (east) and 
industrial businesses (south).     A large retail commercial business is located 
on the west side of Black Creek Drive.

• Eglinton Avenue is an “Avenue”, an important corridor that has been 
identified for future housing and jobs, shopping and transit services by the 
City of Toronto. Eglinton Avenue West has a six lane cross-section west of 
Black Creek Drive and four lane cross section east of the intersection.

• Black Creek is a major transportation route that brings southbound traffic 
into the City of Toronto via Highway 400. Black Creek has a four lane cross-
section in the vicinity of the study area.

• TTC operates bus routes along Eglinton Avenue West (route 32).

• There are no archaeological or built heritage sites within the study area.



EXISTING ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS

• Black Creek is the only watercourse and provides warmwater fish 
habitat.  It is part of the Humber River watershed.

• Vegetation communities include cultural meadow and cultural 
woodland.

• Vegetation has recently been removed from the west bank of Black 
Creek as part of a project to stabilize the slopes and undertake stream 
restoration for the planned York Community Centre.

• Wildlife includes species that are tolerant of human activities, such as 
raccoon, gray squirrel, American Robin, Common Grackle, and American 
Goldfinch.

• There are no significant natural heritage features (e.g. Environmentally 
Sensitive Areas, Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest) within the study 
area.



ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS



EVALUATION OF ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS



SELECTION OF THE PREFERRED BRIDGE LOCATION

The bridge crossing location was determined based on an 
analysis of the following factors:

• Meander belt width of Black Creek (see below);
• Convenient and short distance for pedestrians between 

recreational facilities;
• Minimal environmental impacts (e.g. no 

environmentally significant areas, no sensitive or rare 
vegetation or wildlife); and

• Engineering factors  (e.g. minimizing length of span, 
accommodating elevation difference between banks).

A meander belt is defined as the space that a watercourse meanders within its 
floodplain.  The width of this meander belt must be determined because the 
erosion and deposition caused by this meandering can cause loss or damage 
to property and infrastructure (e.g. by flooding). The meander belt for the 
study area is the area between the two purple lines on the image presented 
(see right).



RECOMMENDED DESIGN

Proposed 
Keelesdale Park  
Bridge

Future York Community Centre

Chris Tonks Arena

Tunnel Launch Site



Preliminary

PreliminaryPreliminary

RECOMMENDED 
SOLUTION

These preliminary drawings present 
the details of the bridge design. 



ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS – NATURAL HERITAGE
The bridge construction will 
result in removal of cultural 
meadow and woodland 
vegetation.  Post-
construction, the 
watercourse banks will be 
restored with seeds and 
shrubs. Funding will be 
provided for restoration 
projects as compensation 
for the removal of 37 trees.

No vegetation removals will 
be undertaken during the 
breeding bird window 
(April 1 to July 31).

No harmful impacts to fish 
habitat in Black Creek will 
occur. During construction, 
erosion and sediment 
controls (e.g. silt fencing) 
will prevent the entry of 
sediment into Black Creek.



ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS – POLICY AREAS

Keelesdale Park Bridge will 
result in impacts to policy areas 
regulated by the Toronto and 
Region Conservation Authority 
(TRCA) and the City of Toronto. 
TTC is liaising with the TRCA and 
City of Toronto to minimize 
impacts to parks and the 
natural environment.

No significant impacts on the 
floodplain will be caused by the 
Keelesdale Park Bridge.  TTC will 
secure a permit from the TRCA 
under O. Reg. 166/06.

TTC will consult with the Urban 
Forestry Department regarding 
tree removals with the ‘Ravine 
and Natural Feature Protection 
Bylaw area’ to secure a permit.



ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS – LAND USE AND TRANSPORTATION

The City of Toronto 
Official Plan 
designates the 
proposed bridge 
location as ‘Parks’ 
and ‘Natural Areas’.

TTC is liaising with 
the City Planning 
Department to 
ensure that the 
project conforms 
with the Official 
Plan. The bridge will 
provide the 
necessary 
infrastructure to 
provide improved 
access and 
recreational 
opportunities within 
this Park.

There will not be any significant 
impacts to transportation along 
Black Creek Drive and Eglinton 
Avenue associated with the 
bridge.

Park traffic will be able to access 
Keelesdale Park from the 
Photography Drive and Black 
Creek Drive intersection, 
providing improved access to park 
facilities in the long term. 



ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS – ARCHAEOLOGY

An Archaeological Assessment 
was undertaken during the study. 
Based on the findings of this 
assessment, there are no 
archaeological sites close to the 
proposed bridge location.

As a result, there are no impacts 
to archeological sites associated 
with the Keelesdale Park Bridge.

TTC will provide the details of this 
assessment to the Ministry of 
Tourism and Culture and the City 
of Toronto.



NEXT STEPS

• Following the TTC’s review and consideration of 
comments received at this Open House, the design of 
the Recommended Solution will be completed. 

• At the end of the study, an Environmental Assessment 
(EA) Summary Report will be prepared and released for 
a 30-day public review period.  A Project File is also 
being maintained for this study. 

• Notification of Study Completion will be published in the 
York Guardian.  The public notice will identify locations 
where the EA Summary Report can be viewed.  

• A copy of the Notice of Study Completion will be mailed 
to all participants at this Public Open House who signed 
in at the welcome desk.

Concept drawing of the Keelesdale Park Bridge,
West Launch Area and York Community Centre.



FREEDOM OF INFORMATION & PROTECTION OF PRIVACY ACT

Requirements:

• Comments and information regarding this study are being collected to meet the 
requirements of the Environmental Assessment Act.  This material will be maintained 
on file for use during the study and may be included in project documentation.

• Information collected will be used in accordance with the Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act.  With the exception of personal information, all comments 
will become part of the public record.

• You are encouraged to contact the TTC if you have any questions or concerns regarding 
the above information.



SUBMITTING COMMENTS

Please hand in your comment form before you leave or e-mail/write us at:

• E-mail: eglintontransit@ttc.ca
• Web: www.toronto.ca/keelesdale
• Phone:  416-397-8697  TTY:  416-481-2523
• Fax: 416-397-8193
• By Mail: Franca DiGiovanni, Community Liaison Officer

Toronto Transit Commission
Transit Expansion Department
5160 Yonge Street, 13th Floor
Toronto, ON M2N 6L9

Comments should be submitted by June 10, 2011.

Thank you for your participation.
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